OTECTORS

One of these should form a vital part of your
riding kit, but which is the best for you?

WORDS: OLVER CRICK PCTURES: TOM CRACHELL

Try the [lth-r.ur an m'lh -.uur

"‘huull:l b au:l|u stable for a
comfy and secure fit.

& mada from
ch make it
aasiar for you to move anownd.

H‘..ht al:l'u"t with Velcro. Check
it does up tightly enough when
you try the protector on,

nmhmubuilh but & too
often you just get a bit of saft
froam —which isn't going to do
much for you i asplll, That's
why & saparate hack protector
rmakes sense. Wearing one may
not necessariy pravant a broken
bhack, but a decant protectoe will
lresen sy impact and will hein
stop shoulder infuries as weli as
defending vital organs.

The testing system:

FiDE tests arn devised by
bikers and carriad out by bikers.
expart heip and even create
special testing rigs i they are
neaded. We ensure that evary
tust is Fasr and that products ace
rated on their merts ~ wa're

ot interested In trendy brands,
just whether somathing does

a decent job. 1§ it does, we say
0. If it doesn't we'll be the first
to fit yous bemovee, Results are
chached and rechechad than
makers ae given o chanta &
commant. Often firms will take a
frash ook at produtts s a result
of RiDE testing.

Tha Best Buy tag indicates that
a product is not only good at the
jioks it wees degignad for, but is
excallent valua for money

A Recommiandad tag means

& product doesa good job et a
reasomahle price. Look for the

% © tags inthe shops next time -

you're buying kit.

PiDE's Dliver Crick s a formar
design enginear. Ha's devoted
fhe last four years to svaluting
biking products.

The protector should come
down far anouah - but not be so
long that it digs in. Remember,
vour leathers will have to fit
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BACK PROTECTORS TEST

CLOVER BACK PRO

= CONTACT: 01384 413841

This one's easy to get on but can ride
up if wou are pulling on tight-fitting
leathers, It's bulky at the lowsr hack,
atad inflexible and gets hot on warm
davs, It's made from articuiated
foarn blocks with padding on the
inside, and features adjustabhs
shoulder straps and a wide Velcro-
fastening waisthand. Good impact
protection but the zone of protection
is not as big as it should be
according to its labefled size,

HELD ART9380
£60.80

= CONTACT: 01283 820508

Fairty rigid foam construction with
hard plastic to the outside and
parding to the inside. The protector
features adjustable shoulder

straps and a wide, Velero-fastoning
waisthand, Gives above average
imgact protection but, for it size, it
doesn't hava a large enough zone
of protection across the
shoulders. It's reasonably
gasy to get leathers over and
didn't interfera with riding.

B Impact protection

Back protectors are supposed

to maat the European EN 15212
standard to get a CE mark. We tested
ssven key points (inchuding spine,
kidnay, shouldar blade and rib sreas)
o the sama CE evel. The test was
dona using 2 bar siriker to simulate
hitting @ kertr, We measared how
much force was transmitted through
tha back protacior - the less force
that got through, the higher the
protection store.

B Construction

EN 1621-2 roguires that back
protectors be marlked with the
torso length (the distance between

DNERALL RATIN \

A

the waist and the nech/shoulder
recusires that the profectors

cover a cartain area known s the
*unne of protection”, Some of th
protectons ane smaller than the mne
of protection they ane supposed to
affer and we marked them down
accordingh.

M Road testing

Each protector was ween for
hundreds of mes to assess comfort,
fiit and how sasy they are to gat on

BMW MOTORRAD
£9

» CONTACT: 01652 680060

Qur rider found it bulke around
the chest/nack and cocoyx areas,
saying it was difficult to wear under
leathars butt fine under a fabric
jacket. Has adjustable shoulder
straps and a broad waistband.
Excellent impact protection,
but the width across the
shoulder blades is kess than
it should he for the size of the
protector, IVs made from a hard
plastic outer with foam padding.

VERALL RaTNG

= CONTACT: 0800 165165

Consists of a zip-up mlon/fyera
wast with an integral flexible foam
protector. & crotch sirap holds the
protector in place — but our rider
didn't find it that comfortable The
good news is that the back protector
itself is fine, There's no adjustrnent,
5o make sure you buy the correct
sive. The Armour Vest performerd
well in our impact test but the zone
of protection is a hit small at the top




HEIN GERICKE HIPROTEC

[ you're o the skinny side you should
make sure you try this one on before
you buy as there isn't a huge amount
af Veloro overlap on the waist. [ts
made from a foam pad mpped nte
a rylan/lyera packet with soft
padding to the inside. i scored
well for impact protection, but
the zone of protechion 15 a
pit small at the top and
baottom. Dur rider found it
a bit bulky at the cocoyx.

HEIN GERICKE BACK SHOCK

¥ CONTACT: 0800165165

This i the cheapest protector on test.
It's desigrad to slot into 2 pocket in
your jacket - once it's in you hardly
natice it's there and, of course,
you don't have to fiddle around

with straps. 1¥'s made from foam IWERALL RATING
with soft padding inside. Our rider 24}30 5
found it comfortable and very easy b T
to get on with, Gave a good impact T T
protection performance bt the zone

of protection is too small at the top
and the bottom.

TOP TIPS
BEFORLE

Bet the right size and try on with
your leathers befora
you buy. it mustn't make
your leathers too tight o
dig into yous nack, helmet e
or lower back. Get afriend &
to help you meesure from your |
waist &0 the paint whore your
nack reaches your shoulders,

5 if you're buying made-to-measure
e lnaithers, tolf the suppliers you
want space for a protector or waar
- your usial protector whan you
get maasurad - that way
you' know the two will
winrk: topether.

L]

this will tal| you what size to
by, Take care, however, as we
found the size on the labei can
be misleading. The protector
shouddn’t go above the base of
yaur neck o balow

¥OUF COCCY

DAINESE WAVE

= CONTACT: www.dainese.com

Above average impact protection
from the Dainese Wave, but we
found some of the outer shell plates
an rotate, which limits protection
in the lumbar region, The protector
s made fram sturdy plastic plates
wath foam backing. It has adjustable
shouldar straps and & wide,
Walcro-fastening wassthand,
Qur rider found it lght,
comfortable and easy o
get on with,

OVERALL RETMIG

30

KNOX STOWAWAY
£59.99

i CONTACT: 01300 825825

The impact score is average, but it's
consistent and the protector covers
all the right areas. [t's made from
articulated blocks of fozm with soft
padding to the inside. Comes with
adjizstable shoulder straps and a wide i
waistband that does up with Velero,
Our rider found it comfortsble, the
oty niggle being the ends of the
shoulder straps which are loose in
your facket onee you've adjusted

Our rider found this ane really
comfortable, The shoulder straps
Vizlcro to the beoad waistband and
the articulated construction ges
the protector plenty of flexibdiby.
The impact scores were just above
average, which iz surprising for
such a chunky-feeling protector, The
construction is good and e sone of
protection is right for the torso size
- just make sure you buy the
correct size (see left),

OYERALL RATING




KNOX RICOCHET

» CONTACT: 01900 825825

Seored well for impact pratection with
decent cover for vour shoulders and
lewwer back. [t's made from fle:dable
foam with an articutaied hard plastic
outer. It's a tad stiff and leathers
occasionally catch on it when voure
putting them on and taking them off.
You're ahways aware it's there undar
your leathers, too, but padding on
tha inside ensures comfort, A broad
wiasthand and adjustabla shoulder
straps ensure a snug fit

tﬁ

I]AVIES UIJEI.I. FURBEFIELD
S L R S

# CONTACT: 01933 410818

Qur rider was ravirg about the Forcefield, finding it flexible yet reassunngly solid.
It's hard-wearing, made from foam with a flexible rubber material on the outsde.
A broad waistband and adjustabla shoulder straps mean getting it on and off,
and fitting leathers over it, is easy. Excallent impact testing, the results showing
consistency throughout and grest constructon.

z ’i\( articulated hard plastic on the outside
RECIJ“MENDEB with softer foam padding fo the
inner. Comes with adjustable
shoudder straps and a wide,
Velero-fastendng wassthand.

= CONTACT: 01384 413841
No problens at all with road testing,
exgept our ridar felt it could cover mone
spimal area. The 2ono of protection

was right but chack you buy the right
size to gat the best protection. Good
caonatruction throughout means above
average impact tests. It's made from

~ BACK ¥ 1
| PROTECTORS |
RES“I.TS

S CONSTRUCTION N0

WEIGHT
2 PRITECTION 1l
to ROADTEST A
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'Hf d' _t there, but it's by no mesns the most
&I‘ “: expensive either.

We couldn't reafly fault the Davies Odell Spvke's Back ¥ and Knox's
Forcefield - just dropping one mark is  Ricochet also cost £7999 and are
unpracedented. [t's comfortable, gives Recommended. Both offer dacent
excallent protection and s well marle levels of protection and comfort with
too, At £7999 it's not the cheapest out  proper size laballing.



